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PURPOSE 


Tills  meiiio  directs  1!PA  reg  Superfund  programs,  both  removal  and  remedial,  to  take  specific  steps 
at  abandoned  hardrock  land  mines,  including  tailings  facilities  in  light  of  the  Gold  King  Mine  release  in 
Colorado  on  August  5,  2015.  fhese  steps  build  on  the  cessation  instructions  Administrator  McCarthy 
issued  via  email  on  W ednesday,  August  12.  201 5:  they  encompass  actions  affecting  field  work,  as  well 
as  infonnation-gatliering  activiiie.s. 


BACKGROliSl) 

A large  release  ol  inine  \\aste\sater  intt)  Cement  CTeok  occurred  while  an  liPA  site  assessment  team  svas 
ainducting  site  iinestigation  acii\  ilies.  The  HPA  is  working  closely  with  responders,  and  local,  state  and 
li  iii.il  officials  to  monitor  the  release's  impacts  and  to  develop  a response  plan.  I'he  Agency  is  also  in  the 
iiiili.il  .stages  ofeommeneing  ;in  internal  study  ofthe  mine  rclea.se  us  well  as  an  external,  indepcndciit 

asscssmcni  t)fihe  event. 

\(  !T()\ 

i’iiiMiaiJi  so  \di!im;sirait>r  ,\leCarth\  *s  August  12  dircctii'c,  and  this  memorandum,  the  l-P.X  rcgnsn,ii 
Suiicrltiiid  iirogiiiiris  siiouki  ee;ise  immediately  any  field  rcnicdial/remo\al  assessmeni  or  inw'siiganoii 
us’il,  a!  aha.nJoncd  liardrock  land  mine.s  (coal  mines  are  excluded),  including  tailings  !aci!!ties,  i in,', 
action  d»>cs  not  appi)'  to  siles/'projects  where: 
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• ( 'casin;.:  -ale  uperations  po.scs  or  would posc-'an  ininiincnl  threat  to  human  life,  or  a sigiiiflcani 
increase  in  cn\  ironmenial  risk  greater  than  Ihal  if  work  halts:  or 

• 1- > emcrnenc)  response  program  necds  io  address  or  is  addressing  an  actual  or  potential 
iiurnincni  ihiea!  !o  jHihlic  health  Of  the  environment:  or 

• A cunsU  ucicd  remedy  or  ongoing  construction  is  addressing  mining-related  releases;  or 

• ! here  !S  no  substantial  hydraulic  componcnUc.g.,  waler-eonlaining  mining  leaturcs  Midi  mtno 

\^orkjngs.  tailings  dams,  open  pits  and  heap  leach  piles)  related  to  the  .siie/projeci. 

At  sites  siibied  to  iliis  work  stoppage^  regional  senior  management  (division  direetor  level)  should, 
consider  each  site's  speeille  conditions  and  make  a determination  as  to  ulielhcr  work  should  sU'p,  All 
deci>ions,  and  the  basis  for  them,  should  be  documented.  II' work  is  slopped  at  a site,  a region  should 
thoroughly  evtjluale  any  immediate  site  threats  and  take  appropriate  response  actions  where  necessary. 
Sue  wDik  siimild  not  be  restarted  until  completion  ofthe  Agency's  internal  rc\iew'  so  that  its 
cunciusions'rmdings  can  bo  considered  before  work  re.sumcs.  Siiperfund  program  oftices  slunild  cmil'cr 
w ith  their  cognizant  regional  contracting  onicer(s)  on  any  and  all  issues  of  a coiUraclual  nature  (o.g.. 
slop  work  orders,  de-scoping,  etc.)  throughout  this  process,  Ifa  region  has  questions  when  making  its 
site-specific  determinations.  plea,se  coordinate  w ith  Dana  Sialcup.  the  (.tfllce  of  Superfund  Remediation 
and  Technology  Innovation's  .Assessment  and  Remediation  Division  Director. 

In  addition  to  putting  a hold  on  e.xisting  field  im'cstigalion.s/a.ssessments  at  niining/lailitigs  sites,  we  are 
requesting  that  regional  Superfund  programs  identify  e.xisting  sites  where  work  is  either  ongoing  or 
planned  and  the  threat  of  a potential  release  similar  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  site  exists.  The 
mining/tailings  .site.s  identilled  should  draw  from  National  I’riorilies  fist  (NPl,)  sites  with  ongoing 
ren'iedial  investigations  or  other  assessment  work  and  non-NPI.  sites  at  vvhich  the  following  activities 
occiirring:  prc-scrceniiig,  prcliminar\  a.s.sessment/siic  investigation  or  removal  a.ssessmcnls.  In  some 
instances,  a region  may  need  to  consult  state  counterparts  for  information  related  to  .sites  at  which  a stale 
is  conducting  the  assessment  ^investigation  w ork.  Please  provide  this  information  by  populating  the 
spreadsheet  sent  to  you  via  email  by  Dana  Stalcup  on  .August  13.  2015,  and,  when  completed,  send  the 
table  to  Dana  C.^t,iK-tip.Dan;i  a cpa.eov ) by  Augiust  14,  2015. 


CONCLUSION 


It  is  imperative  that  Pi P.A  rigorously  evaluate  site  conditions  at  any  mining/tailings  site.s  where  the  threat 
of  a poieniia!  release  similar  to  that  ofthe  Gold  King  Mine  exists.  We  arc  all  deeply  committed  to 
ciisuring  proieeiion  of  luiman  health  and  the  environment,  and  undertaking  the  actions  ideniilicd  in  tlus 
memo  will  be  critictil  to  I'ulfilling  our  commitment.  Ifyou  or  your  staff  have  any  questions  alimii  this 
uK  ’ixi,  please  contact  Dana  Siatcup  (703-603-8702), 

Cc:  Matu>  Stanislaus.  OSWTiR 

Hal  ry  Ibvcn,  < )SWPiR 
Niiin  Natarajan.  O.SWPiR 
( )lTicc  of  Regional  Counsel  (Regions  1-10) 
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